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FACTS FOR FUR FABMERS 

By Frank 0. Ashbrook 
Division of Fur Resources 

Bureau of Biological Survey 

Furri ng Pens 

Fur farmers who have tried them have found that 

furring pens, or sheds, improve materially the quality of fur produced. In fox 

farming, various types of furring pens or sheds are being used to develop a dearer 

color in the fur of foxes to be pelted. 

Dr. Karl B. Banson, director of’the United States Fur Animal Experiment Sta- 

tion, Saratoga Springs, N.Y., transformed a building, formerly used to house rabbits, 

into a furring shed for foxes, This building was 55 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 

10 feet high at the eayes with an A-type roof. Several portable pens were construct- 

ed on the concrete floor inside, These were bedded with straw, <and the foxes were 

placed in them, early in September. They remained there until they were pelted in 

December . 
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This first work demonstrated that protection from direct sunlight did, in 

fact, reduce the tinge or off-color, but that it was not completely effective in 

eliminating all the tinge. 

Unquestionably hereditary factors also cause tinge, but these can and are 

being eliminated by pelting the breeding foxes that tend to produce pups that carry 

a brownish cast in the fur. Selective rather than indiscriminate mating is neces- 

sary. Improper feeding, lack of sanitation, poor housing facilities, diseases, and 

parasites-anythin g that influences the health of a fox--will impair the quality of 

fur. 

Dr. Hanson continued his experiments until he learned definitely that plac- 

ing foxes in a furring shed early in September and keeping them there until pelting 

time in December materially reduced the percentage of pelts with a brownish cast* 

One season there was extremely hot weather in mid-September, and the con- 

trast between the foxes in the furring shed and those in the breeding pens was es- 

pecially noticeable. As the pelting season approached, the undesirable tinge in- 

creased in the foxes kept in the breeding pens, but it decreased in the foxes in 

the furring shed. 

Clear color is important in determining the quality of a pelt. Whether 

I a fox pelt is classed as black, extra dark, dark, medium, or light, it must be 

bright and clear in its color -that is, there should be no tinge or rust to give 

an off-color appearance. Careful fur buyers make a greater price cut for rust or 

tinge than for any other defect. As a rule, buyers ~EQ more for a clear, bright- 

colored pelt that is not so well furred than for a well-furred skin that has brown- 

ish or faded appearance. 

Progressive fur farmers who have kept informed on market requirements and on 

methods to control “tinge” have on the whole realized higher prices for their f OX 

pelts than those who have given little or no attention to the possibilities of 
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reduci.% or eliminating this undesirable character. 

Fall House Cleaning 

Even on ranches that had a thorough cleaning up late in spring, it would 

be well to start a fall house cleaning within the next few weeks. Pens, dens, and 

premises should be in the best possible condition before the breeding season begins. 

Sanitary surrounding s mean fewer outbreaks of disease and heal thior, more vigorous 

animal s . 
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